
International Health Regulations  

 

International Health Regulations 

Core capacities requirements and  

assessment tools for its implementation  

at Points of Entry  

 

Dr Daniel Menucci  

Ports, Airports and Ground Crossings - PAG   

International Health Regulations Coordination 

HSE/IHR/PAG-  Office in Lyon 

 

PAGnet 



International Health Regulations  

 

Assessing the IHR Core Capacity requirements  

    for designated Points of Entry (airports, ports, 

ground crossings) 

 

What about to move forward with CAPSCA for 

assessing core capacities for public health 

emergency response 

 
 

 



International Health Regulations  

 

Assessing IHR requirements for 

    core capacity at designated Points of Entry 

    (airports, ports, ground crossings) 
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Managing public health events at PoE   

Public health authority: 
National Surveillance  

and Response system   

 Relevant sectors  

& stakeholders 

Hospitals & facilities  
PoE 

:Arrangements 

- transportation  

- treatment  

- isolation  

- diagnosis 

  Mechanisms: 

- Event communication  

- Collaborative investigation 

- Coordinated response 

(e.g. examination, disinsection, derating, 
disinfection, decontamination, contact tracing, etc)  

Arrangements  

- Quarantine 

- Conveyance inspection  

- vector control  

- disinfection… 

Coordinator 

Infect. Dis. ………. security 

NFP 

WHO 
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       IHR PoE   

assessment tool 

Existing tools within WHO and ICAO-CAPSCA 

For supporting assessment and assistance for implementation of 

public health emergency response capacity – contingency plans 
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WORD and EXCEL spread sheet formats (tool kit) 

Several languages (English, French, Spanish…) 

MAIN PARTS OF THE ASSESSMENT TOOL  

► Coordination and Communication for surveillance and 
response activities at points of entry 

► Routine Core Capacities - At all times 

► Core Capacities for responding to events - Emergency 
 Emergency contingency plan 

 Arrangement for isolation (human, animal) 

 Space for interview / quarantine 

 Apply specific control measures 

      …… 

 

IHR Core Capacity Requirements 

WHO Assessment tool for PoE  
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WHO CORE CAPACITY REQUIREMENTS ASSESSMENT TOOL  

FOR DESIGNATED PORTS, AIRPORTS AND  

GROUND CROSSINGS 

 Developed in consultation with PoE health experts, ship industry and international 
organizations 

 Consolidation of others Regions proposals for assessment tools  

 Document in a template format for routine and emergency response 

 Follows the structure of Annex 1B of IHR and for capacities related to national surveillance 
system regarding event management at PoE 

 Apply to all points of entry (ports,  airports and ground crossings) 

 Final document will be the basis for future WHO certification guidelines 

 First draft field tested and in use in several Regions 

 It has IHR requirements for public health emergency plans at airports that should be 
harmonized with the application of existing CAPSCA check list  

http://www.who.int/ihr/ports_airports/PoE/en/index.html 
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CORE CAPACITY REQUIREMENTS ASSESSMENT TOOL  

Coordination and communication 
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CORE CAPACITY REQUIREMENTS ASSESSMENT TOOL  

Routine (at all times) 

B - core capacity requirements for designated airports, ports and ground crossings. 
 

1) At all Times (Routine) 
 

 

Stage of Implementation 
(Justify answer right column) 

CORE CAPACITIES MEASURE OF COMPLIANCE 

Fully  Partial  None 

Description stage of implementation of capacities and/or 

action to be taken (e.g. progress, gaps and plan for capacity 

development, including resource and timelines, etc.)  
To be filled in by competent authority of Member States or 

responsible for self assessment at the point of entry 

(a)  Provide access to (i) appropriate medical service including diagnostic facilities located so as to allow the prompt assessment and care 

of ill travellers, and (ii) adequate staff, equipment and premises 

(i) Assessment and care of ill 

travellers 

     

Access to medical and diagnostic 

facilities 

 

Administrative arrangements and MoUs are 

in place to grant access to medical and 

diagnostic facilities for assessment and care 

of ill or suspect travellers, in consultation 

with local and/or proximate health services. 

If on-site, specialized warehouse for 

medicine and medical instruments and 

records for their use and replacement. 

[capability to do on-site or access to 

vaccination for yellow fever and other 

infectious diseases and ability to issue 

International Certificate of Vaccination] 
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CORE CAPACITY REQUIREMENTS ASSESSMENT TOOL  

Public health events response -  potential PHEIC 
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   Excel Spread Sheet 

http://www.who.int/ihr/ports_airports/PoE/en/index.html 

D:/../../../../../../shares/secure/Departments/Dept-IHR/t-PAG-LYO/CAPASCA/Bankok Sep 3-4,2009/PoE core capacity Assessment Tool(23.Jun,2009)2.xls
D:/DANIEL WHO/MENUCCIs MEETINGS/2011 metings/IHR training (Jul 19-20, ancee)/Copy of ExcelSpreadsheetFileModel-French.xls
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  Excel Spread Sheet  
for self assessment of  
IHR requirements for  
core capacities at points of entry 

http://www.who.int/ihr/ports_airports/PoE/en/index.html 

 

D:/DANIEL WHO/MENUCCIs MEETINGS/2011 metings/IHR training (Jul 19-20, ancee)/Copy of ExcelSpreadsheetFileModel-French.xls
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 What about to move forward with CAPSCA in assessing 

core capacities for public health emergency response 
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IHR core capacity requirements  
Assessment, designation and certification of airports and ports  

IHR  

Annex1B 

WHO 

Certification 

Self  

Assessment 

tool 

Gov. 

Designation 

WHO publish  

list of  

certified  

airports & ports 

 

How CAPSCA can be  

integrated with this  

designation? 

What is ther relation 

With quarantine/health law and  

Air transport legislation? 

How ICAO audit system 

Can be integrated 

With WHO Certification 
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Prospects for cooperation  

   WHO core capacity assessment 

                        for airport 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Communication and coordination 

…. 

-- communication links with 

conveyance operators; 

-- communication links with 

travellers for health related info; 

-- communications with service 

providers 

…. 

          CAPSCA airport assistance visit  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Questionnaire 6: process for stakeholders to 

contribute to planning process is known by: 

Public health? Airport and aircraft operators? 

….. 

 

Questionnaire 7: contact point established for 

policy formulation and optional Organization 

of preparedness for aviation. 

 

Questionnaire 8: Command and control 

system established for public health event 

management 

 

Questionnaire 9: communication methods in 

place to inform public on travel risks 

 

Questionnaire 15: inform concerning public 

health action being taken is available to 

travellers in holding area. 
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Prospects for cooperation  

   WHO core capacity asssessment 

                        for airport 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Core capacities at routine times: 

1. Provide access to appropriate 

medical service including 

diagnostic facilities located so as 

to allow prompt assessment and 

care of ill travellers, and adequate 

staff, equipment and premises 

-- assessment and care… 

-- adequate staff equipment and 

premises… 

-- PPE 

     CAPSCA airport assistance visit  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Questionnaire 12: procedure for obtaining 

a timely diagnosis of a suspect traveller in 

place 

 

Questionnaire 14:short-term holding area 

is provided for travellers undergoing health 

assessment 

 

Questionnaire 16:Suitable designated 

areas/facilities are provided for review of 

suspected cases and transportation… 

 

Questionnaire 18:use of PPE is 

considered… 
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Prospects for cooperation  

   WHO core capactiry asssessment 

                        for airport 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ...... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     CAPSCA airport assistance visit  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Questionnaire 16:Suitable designated 

areas/facilities are provided for review 

of suspected cases and 

transportation… 

 

Core capacities at routine times: 

2. Provide access to equipment and 

personnel for the transport of ill travellers 

to an appropriate medical facilities 

-- equipment for transportation 

-- trained personnel  

-- Sop for transportation  

Other Core capacities for airports routine 

at times: 

--procedures in place concerning 

communication of events 

-- procedures in place to assess, monitor 

safe application of aircraft disinsection 

-- communication regarding free pratique 

and Health Part of General Declaration of 

Aircraft 

Questionnaire 21 and 22 :aircraft 

operator and port health office have 

been made awre of healht part of 

Aircraft General Declaration of Aircraft 

 

Questionnaire 23: have the service 

providers, such as: air traffic, airport 

and aircraft operator, airport health 

officers been made aware of 

communication procedures of 

notification? 
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Prospects for cooperation  

   WHO core capacity assessment 

                        for airport 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Core capacities at PHEIC: 

-- Public health emergency contingency 

plan in place at every designated airport  

-- Be able to adopt public health 

measures( targeting all risks) 

-- Other capacities addressed in routine 

times  

     CAPSCA airport assistance visit  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Questionnaire 4: pandemic preparedness 

plan is integrated with airport general 

preparedness plan 

 

Questionnaire 10.11  Methods of airport 

screening and requirements considered for 

screening equipment 

 

Questionnaire 7-22 as aforementioned 

Public health response for communicable diseases shares 

common ground considerably, whereas environmental issues, 

for instance, potable water, food, waste and vector need more 

consideration…  
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w w w . w h o . i n t / i h r 
ihrpag@who.int  
menuccid@who.int 

wangn@who.int 
 

Thank you 


