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1. Background

1.1 The discussion of the commercial use of aeronautical meteorological information at an ICAO

forum was initiated and has been raised a couple of times at the MET Group (METG ) of the European Air

Navigation Planning Group (EANPG) as a result of the information provided by a Member of the EANPG

that aeronau tical meteo rologica l informa tion, origin ated in his  State and disseminated internationally, found

its way back and was offered to aeronautical users for a fee. The Group expressed deep concern that outside

agencies, not being aeronautical users of the services, could benefit financially from the information obtained

free of charge, while the State concerned would not be able to recover any of the cost for the provision of the

service. It was agr eed that, in  view of  the nega tive financ ial  impac t on States and possib le flight safety

aspects  of the unco ntrolled u se of aero nautical m eteorolo gical infor mation , a study of the commercial use of

aeronautical inform ation was  includ ed in the M ETG w orking  prog ramme ( E ANPG /38, Decision 3 8/31).

SUMMARY

This paper intends, under the current trend, towards the privatization
and commercialization of meteorological services to discuss the
allocation and recovery of the costs of aeronautical meteorological
facilities and services.
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1.2 As a result of the METG’s s tudy undertaken pursuant to EANPG Decision 38/31, the

METG/EANPG have concluded that the question of the commercial use of aeronautical meteorological

information it was a global matter and should be addressed by the ICAO Headquaters rather than by regional

group s ( EAN PG/39 , Conclu sion 39 /16). 

1.3 The EANP G/40 recalled Conclusion 39/16 proposing that ICAO should study the

implications of the commercial use of all aero nautical in formatio n in co-o rdination  with W orld

Meteorological Organization (WMO) and to be sure that the study would be conducted as soon as possible,

the Group want ICAO to consider to raise the priority of the ANC Task MET-9205 (EANPG/40, Conclusion

40/12).  In Attachm ent A  is shown copy of the ANC Task MET-9205 of the Technical Work Programme

(TWP) of the ICAO in the Air Navigation Field.

2 Discussion

Allocatio n and  Recove ry of M eteorolo gical Co sts

2.1 The subgroup is aware of the current trend towards the privatization and commercialization

of meteorological services. In the present environment, the allocation and recovery of the costs of aeronautical

meteorological facilities and services are becoming increasingly imp ortant. In assist States in assessing these

costs, ICAO in co-ordination with WMO, developed and published in 1997 the third edition of the Manual

on Air Navigation Services Econo mics (Doc 9 161).  A separ ated app endix to  this manual (Appendix 6)gives

detailed guidance for determining the costs of aeronautical meteorological services. See Attachment B to

this paper.

2.2 Although the manual has been distributed to all ICAO Contracting States and  WMO

Mem bers by ICAO and WMO , respectively, a number of instances States have sought additional assistance

from ICAO and WMO in the implementation of this guidance related to the assessment of aeronautical

meteorological costs and how to arrange the recovery of the costs through air navigation services charges

mechanism  employed in the State concerned. Therefore, regional seminars on the meteorological cost

allocation and recovery were being organized by WMO , in close coordination with ICAO, for  WMO

Mem bers and ICAO Contracting States, in the AFI and ASI/PAC  Regions. It should be noted that both

financial and technical aspects of the issue were covered through the involvement of the Air Transport and

Air Navigation Bureaux of ICAO. The Subgroup will recall that during the CAR/SAM/3 Ran Meeting ,

information was provided that WMO plans organize, in coordination with ICAO, similar seminars in the

CAR/SAM Regions. Although the urgency and importance of such seminars were highlighted by the RAN

meeting the Subgroup nevertheless may wish  to emphasize the need of this type of seminar in the CAR/SAM

Regions through the following draft conclusion:

DRAFT CONCLUSION 4/.. SEMINARS ON THE ALLOCATION  AND RECOVERY OF AERO NAUTIC AL

METEOROLOGICAL COSTS

That WMO  be invited to organize in coord ination w ith ICAO, seminars in the CAR/SAM

Regions on the allocation and recovery  of aeronautical meteorological costs, covering  both

the financial and technical aspects of the issue.
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Guidance for determining the costs of aeronautical meteorological service

2.3 As the Subgroup is aware, meteorological services are services that are shared by many users

including aeronautical users. T his generates cost sav ings and creates specific relationships. Aeronautical

meteorology is dependent on the basic meteorological system and the meteorological provider is bound by

the general policy concerning air navigation services charges. So it is necessary that the national authorities

concerned work in con sultation to implement this policy and determine the correspon ding costs.

2.4 The Subgro up ma y wish to  note that th e basic po licy establish ed by IC AO in  the area of

airport and air navigation  services ch arges is ex pressed in  Article 15  of the Ch icago C onven tion. In this

regard see Attachme nt C  to this paper. Furthermore, based in the outlining guidance for determining the

costs of aeronautical meteorological services provided in Attachment B ( Appendix 6 , Doc 9161) the

Subgroup may also wish to discuss the issue of institutional arrangement for meteorological services to be

benefit fro m reven ue gene rated thro ugh air n avigation  charges. 

2.5 As result of the discu ssion held  on the fo regoing  as well  as that some meteorological services

in CAR and SAM Regions are receiving little or no revenue from air navigation services charges, the

Subgroup m ay wish to formulate a conclusion similar to this one propo sed as follows :

DRAFT CONCLUSION 4/.. - COST RECOVERY FOR AERONAUTICAL METEOROLOGICAL SERVICES

PROVIDED TO AVIATION

That, 

a) States having difficulties in cost recovery of their meteorological services provided

to aviation, m ake ade quate ins titutional arra ngem ents to ensure that MET services

benefit from these charges; and

b) the gathering funds be used to improve aeronautical meteorological service provided

to international air navigation.

3 Action to be taken by the AERMETSG

3.1 The Subgroup is invited to:

a) consider the information provided in this working paper; and

b) adopt pertinent action according  paragraphs 2.2 and 2.5.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
























