
1

Tamara Mancero
Regional Advisor - International Health 

Regulations (2005), PAHO/WHO



2
FA

CI
LI

TA
TI

O
N

 G
LO

BA
L 

FO
RU

M
 2

02
4



3



4
FA

CI
LI

TA
TI

O
N

 G
LO

BA
L 

FO
RU

M
 2

02
4

Legally binding agreement among 196 States Parties under Article 
21(a) of WHO´s  Constitution to address “sanitary and quarantine 
requirements and other procedures designed to prevent the 
international spread of disease.”

Amended
1973
1981

Amended
2014
2022
2024

Revision → Revision →

The International Health Regulations 
(IHR 2005)



5The International Health Regulations 
(IHR 2005)

https://apps.who.int/iris/handle/10665/43883

An international legal agreement, which 
helps countries to work together “to prevent, 
protect against, control and provide a public 
health response to the international spread 
of disease in ways that are commensurate 
with and restricted to public health risks, and 
which avoid unnecessary interference with 
international traffic and trade”.

Adopted in 2005; entered into force in 2007

https://apps.who.int/iris/handle/10665/43883
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Airports and ports (article 20): “States 
Parties shall designate the airports and 
ports that shall develop the capacities 
provided in Annex 1”

Designation of POEs under the IHR 
(2005) serves a dual purpose:

• Prioritization to direct limited 
public health resources to most 
relevant POEs from a public health 
perspective

• Global accountability for health 
security (annual SPAR reporting)

Criteria for designation:

1) Population density in and around 
the POE

2) Epidemiological situation in 
around the POE

3) Volume and frequency of 
international traffic

4) Multimodal transportation
5) Public health risks in the place of 

origin and transit of international 
traffic

6) Existing capacities and facilities 
to manage public health risks at 
the POE

IHR (2005) provisions on 
points of entry
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Number of IHR designated 
points of entry globally (2022) 

and in the Americas
Type of 
designated POE

2021 2022 2022
Americas

Ports 832 824 110

Airports 708 716 103

Ground crossings 726 748 54
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Core capacity requirements that need to be developed and maintained at designated 
airports – routine core capacities at all times:

Medical services and 
adequate staff to allow the 
assessment and care of ill 

travellers

Equipment and personnel 
for transport of ill travellers

Trained personnel for 
inspection of conveyances

A safe environment for 
travellers at all point of 

entry facilities

IHR (2005) provisions on 
points of entry
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Core capacity requirements that need to be developed and maintained at designated 
airports – core capacities for responding to events that may constitute a PHEIC:

Develop a Public 
Health Emergency 
Contingency plan

Provide assessments 
& care for affected 

travellers or animals

Interview suspect 
or affected persons

Perform assessments and 
quarantine of suspect or 

affected travellers

Apply recommended measures to 
disinfect and decontaminate, 

baggage, cargo, etc

Apply entry/exist control 
for departing & arriving 

passengers

Transfer travellers with 
infection/contamination

IHR (2005) provisions on 
points of entry
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Annex 5

Annex 5
1. WHO, shall publish, on a regular basis, a list of 
areas where disinsection or other vector  control 
measures are recommended for conveyance 
arriving from these areas

4. State Parties shall establish programmes to- 
control vectors that may transport an infectious 
agent that constitutes a public health risk to a 
minimum distance of 400 metres from those 
areas of point of entry facilities that are used by 
travellers, conveyances, containers, cargo and 
postal parcels

Arts. 22, 24, 27 and Annex 4, that 
PoEs are required to ensure that 

facilities used by travellers at points 
of entry are maintained in a 

sanitary condition and are kept free 
of source of infection and 

contamination, including vectors 
and reservoirs

Annex 3 and Annex 9 encompass 
technical requirements respectively 

on the vector surveillance and 
control with regard to ship 

inspection and those of disinsecting 
or sanitary treatment measures in 

aircrafts

Implementation of IHR (2005) for vector 
control at points of entry

Vectors and vector borne diseases
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https://apps.who.int/iris/handle/10665/70839

Objectives

– Determine current status of existing core capacities 
and identify gaps and other system requirements to 
accommodate the implementation of the IHR at designated 
ports, airports and ground crossings; 

– Obtain baseline information for measuring progress of 
planning and monitoring of IHR implementation 

– Development of a plan of action that would address 
the gaps identified and improve the routine risk 
management, early warning and response systems, to meet 
the requirements of the IHR as outlined in Annex 1 of the 
WHO IHR document, related to ports, airports and ground 
crossings activities. 

Assessment tool for core capacity 
requirements at designated airports

https://apps.who.int/iris/handle/10665/70839
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Average of the capacities of the Region of the Americas 

(AMRO) vs Global average, SPAR 2021-2023

Source: e-SPAR platform, 2021- 2022.  https://extranet.who.int/e-spar
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C1. Policy, legal
and normative
instruments to
implement IHR

C2. IHR
Coordination,
National IHR
Focal Point

functions and
advocay

C3. Financing C4. Laboratory C5. Surveillance C6. Human
resources

C7. Health
emergency

management

C8. Health
services

provision

C9. Infection
prevention and

control (IPC)

C10. Risk
communication
and community

engagement
(RCCE)

C11. Points of
entry (PoEs) and

border health

C12. Zoonotic
diseases

C13. Food safety C14. Chemical
events

C15. Radiation
emergencies

Total average

2021 2022 2023 GLOBAL 2023

https://extranet.who.int/e-spar
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Thank You
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