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Background and Introduction

Annex 4

• Aeronautical Charts SARPs, Annex 4
o Approved - Council on April 16, 1948, 
o In accordance with Article 37 of the Chicago Convention 

of 1944, aplicable in 1st. March 1949

• Annex 4 — Aeronautical Charts contains:
a. Obligations of States for the provision of ICAO Aeronautical 

Charts
b. Coverage
c. Format
d. ID
e. Content

Annex 15

• Aeronautical Information Services, Annex 15
o Publication of information and data from Aeronautical Charts, 

their availability and amendments for aircraft operations, must be 
notified in the AIP, in accordance with Annex 15

o Through the AIM Aeronautical Information Management Area

Doc. 8697 
Explains the obligations of States in the provision of aeronautical charts 
and describes the methods of production, distribution and updating:

– the normalization of the symbols and colors to be used
– assist governmental or non-governmental mapping agencies in 

implementing the SARPs contained in Annex 4;
– promotes efficiency in the organization and administration of the 

services provided by Aeronautical Charts; and
– helps contracting States in the training of personnel responsible to 

produce Aeronautical Charts

Objective:
– Offer homogeneity and coherence
– Provide required Aeronautical Charts
– Information and data in accordance with a high level of quality
– Facilitate the Aeronautical Charts required by the International 

aeronautical community
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Differences notification

Contracting States are advised:

• the obligation imposed by Article 38 of the Convention, 
which asks States to notify ICAO of any Difference 
between their national regulations and methods and the 
SARPs contained in Annex 4

Resolution A39-22, in the 39th. session of the Assembly.

Post Differences in:

• AIP – GEN Section 1.7
• Electronic Reporting of Differences (EFOD) System
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Radio Technical 
Commission for 
Aeronautics
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INDEX
1. Definitions, application and availability
2. General specifications
3. Aerodrome obstacle map — ICAO Type A (Use limitations)
4. Aerodrome obstacle map — ICAO Type B
5. Aerodrome topographic and obstacle map — ICAO (electronic)
6. Topographic chart for precision approaches — ICAO
7. Route navigation chart — ICAO
8. Area Chart — ICAO
9. Standard Departure Chart — Instrument Flight (SID) — ICAO
10. Standard Arrival Chart — Instrument Flight (STAR) — ICAO
11. Instrument approach chart — ICAO
12. Visual approach chart — ICAO
13. Aerodrome/heliport map— OACI
14. Aerodrome map for ground movements — ICAO
15. Aircraft parking and docking map — ICAO
16. World Aeronautical Chart — ICAO 1:1 000 000
17. Aeronautical chart — ICAO 1:500 000
18. Aeronautical navigation chart — ICAO, small scale
19. Position Chart — ICAO
20. Electronic presentation of aeronautical charts — ICAO.
21. ATC minimum surveillance altitude chart — ICAO
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INDEX 

1. Generalities
2. Requirements regarding aeronautical charts
3. Charts update
4. Automated aeronautical charts
5. Reproduction
6. Charts distribution
7. Preparation of specific Charts

Appendix Reference documents – ICAO publications – 
Sample Charts

Doc 8697 – Aeronautical Charts Manual
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• Chart 1 Aerodrome obstacle map – ICAO Type A
• Chart 2 Aerodrome obstacle map – ICAO Type B
• Chart 4 Topographic Chart for precision approaches ― 

ICAO
• Chart 5 En route navigation Chart ― ICAO ― Color
• Chart 5 En route navigation Chart ― ICAO ― (B & W)
• Chart 6 Area Chart ― OACI ― Color
• Chart 6 Area Chart ― ICAO ― (B & W)
• Chart 7 Standard Departure Chart – Instrument Flight (SID) 

– ICAO
• Chart 8 Standard arrival Chart ― instrument flight (STAR) 

― ICAO
• Chart 9 Instrument Approach Chart ― ICAO — Color
• Chart 9 Instrument Approach Chart — ICAO — (B&W)
• Chart 10 Visual approach chart ― ICAO
• Chart 11 Aerodrome/heliport map ― ICAO
• Chart 12 Aerodrome map for ground movements ― ICAO
• Chart 13 Aircraft parking and docking map ― ICAO

• Chart 14 ATC Surveillance Minimum Altitude Chart ― 
ICAO

• Chart 15 Instrument Approach Chart — ICAO — RNP —
Standardized

• Chart 16 Instrument Approach Chart — ICAO — RNP —
SBAS

• Chart 17 Instrument Approach Chart — ICAO — GLS
• Chart 18 Instrument Approach Chart — ICAO — RNP —

Helicopters (complete)
• Chart 19 Instrument Approach Chart — ICAO — RNP —

Helicopters (Partial)
• Chart 19 Instrument Approach Chart — ICAO — RNP —

Helicopters (Continued Sheet)
• Chart 20 Standard Departure Chart ― Instrument Flight 

(SID) ― ICAO — RNAV — Helicopters (complete)
• Chart 21 Standard Departure Chart ― Instrument Flight 

(SID) ― ICAO — RNAV — Helicopters (Partial)
• Chart 21 Standard Departure Chart ― Instrument Flight 

(SID) ― ICAO — RNAV — Helicopters (Continued Sheet)

Charts Templates
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ICAO Symbology
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ICAO Symbology
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Use of the Geographic 
Information System (GIS)
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AD information and data flow to AIM

ATC

AIM

GIS
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AD information and data flow to AIM

WEB 
Services 
Bus

WEB 
Services 
Registry

WEB 
Services 
Portal

SOAP – XML Interfase

eCharts
Cartas Aeronauticas electrónicas
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Flow of information and data from AD to AIM



ICAO Referencies

• Annex 4 — Aeronautical Charts
• Annex 15 — Aeronautical 

information services
• Doc 8697 — Aeronautical Chart 

Manual
• Doc 8126 — Manual for 

Aeronautical Information Services
• Doc 8400 — Procedures for Air 

Navigation Services — ICAO 
Abbreviations and Codes (PANS-
ABC)

• Doc 9674 — World Geodetic 
System Manual — 1984 (WGS-
84)
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Safety First
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